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REPORTS OF CHURCH ACTI VI TI ES & GROUPS  
The following reports have been received from the various church 
organisations and activities. The absence of a report does not mean 
that the activity is not happening, merely that no report was received. 
 

ALPHA         Gill & Keith 
Croxton  
 
Alpha 2008 ran from May to July on Monday evenings. Each session 
started with a meal provided by a superb team of helpers headed up by 
Gerry Bluck. These meals together were times of great fun and 
fellowship and a number of new friendships were formed. The eveningÕs 
talk followed the meal and then there were small discussion groups 
exploring questions raised by the talk. 
 
The Away Day, when we looked at the person and work of the Holy 
Spirit, took place on a Saturday in July at Beachborough School. This 
was a very special time for so many on the course.  
 
We had 16 taking part on the course and it is so good to see them now 
involved in House Groups and in the wider life of our church family.  
 
Alpha 2009 starts on Monday May 11th and if you haven't signed up for 
the course yet do please think about joining us. 
 
If you would like some further information about Alphas do get in touch. 
 
BAPTISMS                                                               Liz Mayston 

 
We have had a total of 42 baptisms this year with over 36 
babies and young children and 6 adults coming forward 
to be baptised. 
 
I didnÕt have any success in finding a replacement for 
Daphne until August of 2008. I was pleased to welcome 

Beverley Stockill to join me as a co-ordinator for baptisms. Beverley has 
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settled in well and I am glad just to have someone to share the work 
load. The autumn is always a quiet time, which gives us chance to reflect 
and to see if we can improve on the way we work.  It was also a time to 
say good-bye to Claire. My thanks go to her for all the support she gave 
me when we were still searching for another co-ordinator, and my thanks 
to Gill Stopps for standing in for me when I went on holiday last March. 
She did an excellent job in taking over the role in my absence.  
 
We have a very good team of six hosts, (Gerry Bluck, Gerry Causer, 
Margaret Lloyd, Helen McMorrow, Valerie Hirons and Valerie Shaw) 
who continue to do their job of supporting the families who come 
forward for baptism. Without their help it would be difficult for the 
clergy. But we do need another two people to join the host team, even if 
it means covering for holidays. I will be pleased to hear from you if you 
can offer help. The host job is a rewarding one, giving friendship and 
support to families bringing their children for baptism, and to help them 
to take their first steps into the Christian faith. 
 
This will be my last year of writing this report as I am standing down at 
the end of July. It took a long time to find someone to replace Daphne. 
Please consider this role to see if you would like to take on this job. 
Whoever takes over the job as co-ordinator would be working as a team 
with Beverley, so there is no need to worry about doing all the 
administration work on your own.  The job requires just 2 -3 hours a 
week of your time. 
 
My thanks again go to Ann Mallet for continuing to arrange the delivery 
of the baptism anniversary cards; to Judith Bundock for her support, and 
to all the office staff who have taken baptism enquiries. 
 
 
BELLRINGERS REPORT                                            Andrew Spencer 
 
We have continued our bellringing arrangements with ringers shared 
between Buckingham, Maids Moreton and Stowe ringing for Sunday 
services and practices on a rota.  2008 seemed to be a busy year for 
weddings with many requesting bells. 
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Our attempt to ring a full peal during the 100th anniversary year of the 
first peal on the bells was unsuccessful and we stopped after about an 
hour. Hopefully a more successful attempt will be made this year. 
 
The bellringers annual outing toured around villages in the south of 
Buckinghamshire, we rang on different and varied bells and enjoyed 
lunch at the family farm of one of the Stowe School ringers.  This year 
we enjoyed an annual dinner at the Wheatsheaf in Maids Moreton.  
Some of our bellringers competed in a bellringing competition winning a 
new trophy in memory of Bill Yates, a former ringer at Buckingham.  
We also had a carrot growing competition along with a carrot-themed 
judging party.  
 
We experienced problems with the heaviest bell becoming harder work 
to ring and discovered a broken bolt allowing slight movement of its 
bearings.  This was replaced at minimal cost and the bell restored to its 
normal effort.  The pigeon netting covering the tower windows seemed 
to suffer more failures than usual this year requiring several sessions of 
refixing to exclude the pigeons from the tower and spire.       
  
BOOKSTALL                                       Ron & Mary Buckingham  

 
Bibles Ð Faith Books Ð Christian Novels -  Biographies Ð ChildrenÕs Ð 

TiniesÕ Ð TeenagersÕ Ð Cards Ð Calendars Ð Bookmarks 
 

We have our regular place for the bookstall at the 
back of the church, so you will know where to find 
us. We have put a selection of cards on the hangers on 
the cupboard. If you want a card when we are not 
there, please leave the sticker underneath it in place 
and put the money in the slit in the wall behind. 
 

As well as occasional sales, we have regular orders for a variety of Bible 
Study Magazines:  
for Adults: Closer to God   (3 monthly at £3.50) 

Encounter with God  (3 monthly at £3.95)  
Daily Bread   (3 monthly at £3.50)  
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for Children: ÒTopzÓ Ó    (2 monthly at £2.49)   
for Teenagers: ÒYPÕsÓ    (2 monthly at £2.49)    
Every Day with Jesus     (2 monthly at £2.49) 
Cover to Cover    (2 monthly at £2.49) 
If you are interested, please ask.  
 
We also have cards available for special occasions: Birthdays, Baptisms, 
Confirmations, Mothering Sunday, Get well, Sympathy, etc., and Advent 
Calendars are always popular. There are also selections of small plastic 
cards with messages new and familiar, to go in pockets and handbags or 
where you will. 
 
We have had some special books reviewed in the magazine this year: 
The ÒMust KnowÓ Stories at adult, teen and children/toddler levels; ÒA 
Tale of Three KingsÓ Ð Saul, David and Absolom and very thought 
provoking. We hope to have a review of ÒThe ShackÓ soon, which is a 
big talking point in the wider world at the moment. 
 
 
CAFƒ IGNITE                                                            Anne Peel 
 
CafŽ ignite is run by a committee of four: Gill and Keith Croxton, 
George Burgess and Anne Peel. 
 
CafŽ ignite is open every Saturday morning from 10.30-12.30 alongside 
various other events and has become known in the town as somewhere 
you can have Fairtrade tea and coffee with biscuits or cakes etc and chat 
to people. On the first Saturday of the month there is the opportunity to 
have a game of table tennis. We regularly have Traidcraft goods for sale 
and occasionally jewellery.  
 
We are always looking for new volunteers to help run the cafŽ.  
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CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE GROUPS               
 

Cr•che                                                         Ruth Tucker 
 

On a Sunday morning there is a cr•che for 0 Ð 3 year olds.  We go out to 
the Tower Room during the second hymn and return during the Peace.  
We sing songs, read stories, do some sticking, or play with some toys.  
The mums would like to say a huge thank you to Mary and her 
wonderful team of ladies for this new and important facility. 
 
Baby and Toddler Church                                Ruth Tucker 
 
We meet at 1:30pm on a Wednesday afternoon in Church and have been 
pleased to see many families attending regularly, with 12 - 18 children 
each week including several new families this year.  
 
 During the past year we have learned about Simeon and Anna, Mary 
and Joseph, birds, flowers and many Biblical characters.  Our craft 
activities have included making stars, making bread rolls, lots of 
sticking, making parcels, making a Welcome banner and colouring.  
Some of our families enjoyed being part of the Posada journey during 
Advent.  Mike is a regular fixture, lighting the candle each week and 
performing the role of chief bubble-blower for our prayer time.  A 
highlight of the year is always the childrenÕs nativity play in church 
before Christmas which some of our Toddlers appeared in as angels and 
shepherds.  
 
 Thanks must go to Claire, Mary and all our volunteers for their 
unstinting dedication in providing a relaxed and friendly atmosphere for 
Mums and children to play, sing, learn and grow together as part of our 
church family.   
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Junior Church                                                   Jane Wardale 
 
Junior Church meets on most Sundays during the main service, and 
caters for children from 3 - 12+.  Numbers on the roll have been 
dropping over the past few years, although this has been less marked in 
the past 12 months. Most of our children attend very regularly, with 
parents being very supportive and enthusiastic about our activities, 
which is very welcome.   
 
This year we have started to use material by Mark Griffiths, called 
ÔImpactÕ for our programme.  Sessions are a lively mix of games, stories, 
crafts and other activities, ending in worship and prayer. We have also 
held occasional childrenÕs Saturday events, which reach out to a wider 
audience.  One of these, the Advent Posada party, provided the starting 
point for the journey of the Posada nativity figures around the parish.  
Similar figures also journeyed round Bourton Meadow and Grenville 
schools.  The diaries and photos from all these journeys were displayed 
in church over the Christmas period. 
 
The parish has supported several training events for childrenÕs workers 
in the past year:  Mark Griffiths, an experienced childrenÕs worker, and 
author of the our current material, provided an inspiring dayÕs workshop 
last autumn, and Buckingham also hosted the diocesan Core Skills 
training for ChildrenÕs workers. 
 
Other highlights have included the annual Christmas Nativity (The story 
of the Golden Box), and a summer outing and picnic to the EcoPark in 
Milton Keynes. 
 
The teaching team works very hard to ensure that our programme meets 
the childrenÕs needs and helps them to grow in their faith.  The work that 
they do is absolutely vital, as is the congregationÕs encouragement of it. 
Work with children and young people is on the front line of evangelism 
Ð GodÕs Church is always only one generation from extinction.  
 



 8 

Young Ignite           Chr ist ine Barrell 
 
Young Ignite was started to provide pre-Pathfinder children with an 
activity/bible lesson and craft whilst the Ignite Evening Service ran.  It 
was regularly supported by a few children, all of whom, I think, enjoyed 
themselves and learnt a little more about what it means to have Jesus in 
their lives.  We made volcanoes, carried out a Ôwalk for waterÕ, played 
lots of silly games, tasted biblical foods and generally crammed a lot into 
the 20 or so minutes we had on a Sunday evening.  
 
However, in December, following discussions with Ignite Leaders, it 
was decided that we would temporarily stop Young Ignite from January 
2009, as one leader was unable to continue and another was already 
committed with assisting with the Ignite services on a regular basis, 
thereby leaving only two available leaders.  It was agreed that children 
from Young Ignite would be encouraged to participate in the services 
where possible and we are gradually working towards this end.  
 
Pathfinde rs           Diana Davis, Jayne Foster & Jerem y Grinyer 
 

A large number of our Pathfinder group (10 or so) moved on at the end 
of the school year and most have successfully made the transition to the 
K2 group. A smaller number have joined at the younger end of the 
spectrum but even so there are up to 20 children who come and we have 
regular core of about 14. 
 
As usual our programme has been a varied mix of games and discussion 
based on Bible based or linked themes. These have included a series in 
the summer called ÔA Life That CountsÕ which provided an opportunity 
to reflect on what we do and why, and one in the Autumn on ÔJesus 
MeetsÉ.Õ which looked at the variety of different people Jesus met and 
what we can learn from that in the way we relate to the people we 
encounter. We linked this with an occasional series on ÔCoping 
With/É.Õ  and ÔUnderstandingÉ.Õ in which we discussed particular 
relevant themes at appropriate times; for example ÔCoping with WorriesÕ 
at the time many in the group were about to sit their 11 plus tests. 
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Currently we are looking at some of the early parts of Genesis and will 
conclude the term by contemplating Easter and what it means. 
 
On a termly basis we have had a session on the children we sponsor, 
through the church, with Compassion. This has continued to provide a 
good opportunity to look outside the confines of Buckingham. We have 
cooked and eaten Bangladeshi spicy potatoes and Peruvian potato cakes 
with cucumber relish (watch out for the photos which we hope to put up 
on the boards soon). Both Pathfinders and K2 have enjoyed the real 
dialogue that is happening as our letters are replied to, as well as being 
humbled by the fact that children half way round the world, who have so 
little, pray for them. 
 
On a practical level we have changed out meeting times to 7.00 - 8.30 
which is now the same as K2. This was to enable the leaders to go to the 
ÔigniteÕ service if they wish and give the youngsters who want to or who 
cannot make the morning service the opportunity to participate in a 
service too. 
 
We are delighted that Vanessa Woodford has volunteered (freely!) to 
join our team and this will help as Diana Davis steps down at the end of 
the summer term. Additional leadership support would be welcome and 
both youngsters and leaders continue to value the prayerful support of 
the church community. 
 
K2  
 
K2 members are aged 12 Ð 16 years old and meet on Sunday evenings at 
the same time as Pathfinders, 7 - 8.30pm, in church except on the 1st 
Sunday when they meet at the Youth Centre. 
 
Bitternes  Afloat                                          Andy Ham ilton 
 !
The Bitternes Afloat Christian Cruise, is a week-long adventure-style 
sailing holiday for teenagers, the main purpose of which is to promote 
the Christian faith and nurture young Christians in a challenging 
environment. The name reflects its origin in the Parish Church of 
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Bitterne in Southampton. Today the Cruise has widened its horizons and 
as well as young people from Bitterne, encourages young people from a 
number of partner churches (including Buckingham Parish Church) to 
participate in the holiday. The cruise takes place on the Norfolk Broads 
in the spring holidays and is run on a voluntary, not-for-profit basis. The 
management of the cruise is by an executive committee drawn from the 
participating churches (Andy and Anne Hamilton are both currently 
members of this committee).  !
 !
A fleet of yachts plus a day-boat known as a half-decker are used. The 
boats are between 25 and 32 feet in length and are crewed by between 5 
and 7 people. The yacht crews are mixed sex and age during the dayÕs 
sailing and are reorganised for night-time accommodation into single sex 
groups. Each yacht has an experienced Skipper and Mate who supervise 
the cruise members as they live and sleep onboard. Some basic 
guidelines for the safety of the participants and to assist their enjoyment 
are given before and during the holiday. A day boat, skippered by a 
qualified sailing instructor, is used to give cruise members the 
opportunity for more Ôhands-onÕ sailing experience. The cruise is based 
at moorings near South Walsham Broad, from which we sail to a 
different destination each day, returning most days in the late afternoon. 
Our Shore Crew provides a hot meal both morning and evening in a 
local village hall where everybody gathers to eat, worship and share 
fellowship. The formal worship and study time is comprised of 
ÔMorning DivisionsÕ (short Bible study with crew before breakfast), 
ÔEvening QuartersÕ (a corporate worship session with activities and 
gospel presentation, held in the village hall), and ÔCabin ClubsÕ (small 
discussion groups organised by age and held on the boats). The cruise 
was founded almost 60 years ago for the BoysÕ Bible Class in Bitterne. 
Over the years it has changed and adapted itself to meet new challenges 
and needs but throughout its history it has continued to fulfil the original 
aims of providing an adventure holiday for the enjoyment of all and 
dedicated to celebrating the gospel of Jesus Christ.!

 !
For a number of years Buckingham has been represented by a group of 
young people from our church. In 2009 we will have 14 of 72 from 
Buckingham including 4 who have now left Buckingham for university 
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and beyond but now give their time to help lead the holiday for the next 
generation including James Mitchell, Joel Davis and Philippa and Jo 
Wardale.!
 !
We are currently going through the process of applying to gain charity 
status to enable us to more effectively fund raise to support the running 
of this holiday in times where regulation and legislation demand high 
standards in terms of preparation and training. To that end we greatly 
appreciate the contribution being made by Buckingham Parish Church 
through its giving in 2009 to support our bursary process that operates to 
ensure that money is not a bar to young people joining us. !
 !
More information and pictures available at www.bitternesafloat.co.uk !
 
CHILDRENÕS SOCIETY               Maureen Aust in  
 
Each year, I say we are a very small committee and of course we still 
are, although we have recently had a new member.  We share tasks with 
our Maids Moreton friends, Lillian McDonald and Valerie Rushton. We 
really would like to have a few extra members to share the workload.  
We do have some wonderful supporters though; I thank you all for 
attending our fund-raising functions and making them a success. 
 
The Christingle Services on Christmas Eve were, as always, well 
attended. About 800 children and adults were present and raised £1196. 
This is a wonderful start to Christmas for young families and a great way 
of supporting the work of the ChildrenÕs Society. 
 
By the time you read this, we will already have held our Soup and 
Pancake Lunch in church and our Quiz Night at Maids Moreton Village 
Hall.  The next date for your diary will be the PloughmanÕs Lunch in 
church on Saturday 27th June.   
 
The House-to-House collections this year will be from 21st March to 4th 
April and of course, I will be looking for collectors again so please help 
if you can.  
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I must not forget our constant givers, our box holders, who put their 
small and often large coins into their House Boxes.  If you have not yet 
got a collecting box please see Maureen or ring 817234 and you will 
have one immediately.  If you are already a box holder and pay tax, you 
could Gift Aid your donations by filling in a simple form, which I can 
also provide. 
 
Over the passed year through all the various activities we raised around 
£1800 in addition to the Christingle donations. Again, many thanks to 
you all. 
 
CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP                 Jerem y Gilliland 
 
We are all stewards of the skills, gifts and resources which God has 
given to each one of us and our Christian responsibility is to discover 
how best to use these according to his purpose.  This report focuses on 
our financial offerings to St Peter & St Paul, Buckingham under the 
planned giving scheme, principally via envelopes and standing orders. 
 
In December 2008 we had 76 people contributing by standing order on a 
monthly, quarterly or annual basis.  In addition we had 56 regular 
contributors via envelopes.  In total this provided a pledged income of 
£67,456.  Combined with gift aid donations principally from visitors, 
special collections and additional donations, this allowed our church to 
recover £19,328 in tax refunds from the government.  These two regular 
sources of income provided 72% of our total 2008 income. 
 
Although we lost three pledges during the year, we also gained six new 
ones.  In 2009 I expect that we will lose seven pledges as various people 
move away.  However, this fall in income should be offset by a tax 
refund claim for the period October 2008 to December 2008 of £5,282 
which was made in February 2009. 
 
The Stewardship Scheme covers both taxpayers and non-taxpayers and 
is very important for three reasons:  

¥ We are able to claim back substantial amounts in tax 
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¥ Pledges allow the church to budget its monthly income 
enabling us to plan our expenditure and plan for the future 

¥ It is the main source of income for the church 

 
On behalf of the church I would like to sincerely thank everybody who 
contributes under the Stewardship Scheme which is a valuable resource 
for the life and work of our church.   
 
If you are not yet a member of the Stewardship Scheme and are 
interested in joining, please contact me, Jeremy Gilliland, on 01296 
730867 / jdjgilliland@yahoo.co.uk or the Church Office on 01280 
821509 for more information. 
 
CHURCH WORLD ACTION GROUP                    Ruth Newell 
 
The Church World Action group meets 2 or 3 times a year to hear 
reports from the members of our group who have offered to be the link 
contact with the charities we support, and to recommend to our PCC the 
charitable donations we allocate each year. 
 
We try to share our giving to Christian Charities both local and in the 
developing world, and in 2008 the total of £6148 was shared as follows:- 
 
£1000    Project Street Life   £500    AIDS widows Uganda 
£1000    World Vision     £500    Youth Worker 
£1000    Quicken Trust   £350    Hospital car service 
  £800    Biblelands    £350    Citizens Advice Bureau 
  £618    Compassion 
 
The last two are not Christian based, but we agreed to make one off 
donations in 2008 for the excellent work they do in our local area. 
 
We arrange for monthly displays on the notice board at the back of 
Church, together with magazine articles to coincide with the display. 
Over the next few months these will be the subjects of our displays and 
magazine articles:- 
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March 09 Ð Project Street Life Ð Ruth Newell 
April  09 Ð Compassion Ð Diana Davies 
May 09 Ð Christian Aid Ð Judith Bundock 
June 09 -  Bitternes AfloatÐ Andy & Anne Hamilton  
July & Aug 09 Ð ChildrenÕs Society Ð Maureen Austin 
Sept 09 Ð Biblelands Ð Terri Morris 
Oct 09 Ð Quicken Trust Ð Andrew Lightbown 
Nov 09 Ð Hospital car service Ð Keith Croxton & CAB Ð Sue Fane 
 
The members of our group during the year have been:- 
Alyson Ashby, Kevin Ashby, Geoffrey Barton,  
Judith Bundock (Christian Aid), Sue Fane (World Vision),  
Tina Mitchell (Fairtrade), Terri Morris (Biblelands), Ruth Newell (PSL),  
Vera Nixon (AIDS Widows Uganda), and Claire Wood. 
 
We feel passionate about helping and praying for others, and new 
members would be most welcome to join us. 
 
CHURCH CLEANING                                              Valer ie Hirons 
 
We now number 20 (including some husbands) all of whom turn up and 
do a wonderful job in keeping our church clean. Thank you very much 
for giving up your free time to be on this rota. Anyone out there willing 
to wield a duster or hoover please contact me. We clean on Fridays or 
Saturdays to suit the team members. 
 
CHURCHES TOGETHER                              Maureen Aust in 
 
This year Churches in Buckingham have seen many changes.  The first 
being that we have now reverted back to our original name of ÔChurches 
Together in BuckinghamÕ as all the churches attending are affiliated to 
Churches Together in Buckinghamshire. 
 
The Holiday Club, which comes under the umbrella of Churches 
Together in Buckingham, had another very successful year and is 
looking forward to their next venture in August. 
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Project Street Life is now renting the Salvation Army Citadel as their 
permanent venue subject to certain alterations to the building.  Their new 
youth leader from Well Street church has settled in well, after taking 
over from Brian Stocker who left to train for full time ministry. Our own 
youth worker, Mike Lever is in place and working well with the young 
people, but I am sure, like everyone else he is missing Claire and her 
input into the young peoples groups. 
 
Last but not least was the news that Kevin is also leaving us. He, in turn 
with other ministers from the various churches, took turns to chair our 
meetings.  Kevin will be missed, but Philip Derbyshire who is our 
Deanery representative, will stand in as Buckingham Benefice 
representative until KevinÕs post is filled. 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend the CTiB meetings and of course we are 
always looking for help at the Frugal Lunches, this year on Tuesday 31st 
March, or with the Christian Aid collections in May and of course help 
with the Coffee and Hot Cross Buns at the Easter Drama in town on 
Good Friday.            
 
DEANERY SYNOD                                           Paul Hirons 
 
This year there were not any major consultations brought to the Deanery 
by the Church. Juliette Rudolf was replaced by Georgie Christopher as 
Lay Chair, with Kevin Ashby as Chairman & Area Dean. 
 
Among the items brought to the Deanery Synod (apart from the split of 
Parish Share between benefices) were: New wedding regulations, Clergy 
Reviews, lifting of parish suspensions, ÔLiving FaithÕ initiative & a 
Spiritual Healing series of courses to be held in the new year. 
 
A very uplifting ÔAway DayÕ was held in January under the leadership of 
the Bishop Of Oxford. 
 
Thanks to Andy Hamilton & Si‰n Whyte for representing Buckingham 
at the Synod meetings. 
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FABRIC                                           Judith Bundock & Ken Aust in 
 
The Quinquennial inspection, carried out in February 2008, highlighted 
further roof repairs, loose floor blocks and the importance of regularly 
clearing gullies and gutters. The inspection fee was £450 + VAT. 
 
During 2008 Edgar Taylors carried out major roof repairs above the 
north room. These were far more extensive than predicted in the 2005 
report as the rot in the timber had spread. More new timber plus  
reinforcing steel plates and new copper was needed. The cost rose from 
£28,000 to nearly £45,000 + fees. Fortunately this was just within the 
restoration funds available. Some slate repairs on the chancel roof should 
have been done in February but were postponed because of the snow and 
ice. Hopefully these will be done very soon.   
 
Further roof repairs are necessary above the north side aisle and above 
the south chancel where a young tree was removed! Water has been 
found on the floor of the south aisle and the centre nave. Put all these 
together and there is still a large task ahead of us. As we found with the 
repairs just completed, the longer they are left the bigger the job will be. 
Our restoration reserves have now been used up so future work will 
require serious fund raising and grant applications.  
 
A nasty pong in the porch during the summer meant we had a drain 
problem. A contractor cleared it the first time but the second time Ken 
Austin & Geoffrey Barton, who claimed they had no sense of smell (!), 
did the job. The blockages were caused by hand towels and disposable 
nappies Ð please donÕt put them down the loo. This episode revealed 
the inadequacy of the manhole construction and so Edgar Taylors rebuilt 
it and the cost was met by the Open Door fund.  
 
Derek Lohmann, Health & Safety Officer, carried out 2 inspections in 
2008 and reported that Ôwe appear to be in good shape and procedures 
are being followedÕ. The fire extinguishers and the 2 central heating 
boilers had their annual services. New notice boards were added in the 
office and the upstairs rooms. Brian Hirst and Ken Austin are adding 
extra tiles in the toilet and the kitchen, which will make these areas 
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easier to clean, and the defunct tap in the toilet was replaced with a 
temperature controlled one which automatically shuts off. 
 
We are very grateful to Edgar Taylors for the recent redecoration of the 
Tower Room, which they did at their own expense. They have done an 
excellent job, vastly improving the appearance of the room, and this has 
been much appreciated by everyone.  
 
As you can see, there is always a lot to do to keep our church building in 
good working order. If you would like to help with the care and 
maintenance of this wonderful building please get in touch with Judith 
or Ken. 
 

FLOWER ARRANGERS                                      Margaret  Surzyn 
 
We have had a busy year arranging flowers for the dais 
and altar, decorating the church for the festivals and 
making flowers arrangements for weddings. The displays 
of flowers have been lovely throughout the seasons and I 
think we are all gaining more confidence and enjoyment.  
 

Julie Brock gave us a demonstration of a pedestal arrangement in the 
summer and it was very helpful to gain advice from an expert. Julie has 
also offered to help when we need her and made a beautiful pedestal 
arrangement for us at Christmas. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who has helped with the flowers, especially to 
Liz Mayston, Valerie Hirons (who organizes the altar flowers) and 
Maureen Austin, your efforts are much appreciated. We will be very 
pleased to welcome any new volunteers interested in joining us. 
 
HOUSE GROUPS 
 
Day - time Post -Alpha Group                        Sue Am brose 
 
We meet on Mondays on alternate weeks in different homes.   We are a 
small group who have enjoyed:  getting to know one another; shared 
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meals;  studying and discussing the Bible together (We are doing an 
informal study of Mark at the moment) and spending a quiet time of 
reflection and prayer at the end of each morning.    
 
Inspire                  Ruth Tucker  
We meet at 1:30pm on the first and third Thursday afternoon in term 
time in the Tower Room.  Our fantastic volunteers entertain the children, 
giving us time to pray together, explore our faith and enjoy friendship 
and refreshments.   
 
Under ClaireÕs leadership we learned more about Jesus and his disciples 
through the Gospels, and considered other characters in the Bible.  We 
are very grateful to those who have agreed to lead our sessions since 
ClaireÕs departure. 
  
Theology Group                                           Steve Watkins                                                    
We now meet on the second Thursday of the month at 72, Embleton 
Way. We have a stable membership of about 6  - 7 members.  
 
During the past year we have completed ÔFaith and PhilosophyÕ by Steve 
Wilkens. We finished this book in November last year. ÔFaith and 
PhilosophyÕ generated interesting discussions and was well received by 
the members of the group.  
 
As from February we shall be studying ÔPaul Ð A Very Short 
IntroductionÕ. 
 
Thornton Homegroup                                     Diana Davis 
 
The Thornton Homegroup is a small group of people from Padbury and 
Buckingham as well as Thornton who meet fortnightly. Discussion is 
often lively! We have recently been working our way through 1 Peter 
and whilst we often take it in turns to lead (no compulsion) this series 
came with useful prepared notes.  We find the prayerful support for one 
another useful in our hectic lives and enjoy our group meetings as an 
oasis in the midst of them. Newcomers welcome! 
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Tudor Meadows House Group                Gill & Keith Croxton   
The group meets fortnightly on Tuesday evenings in the home of Gillian 
and Charlie Macdonald, 18 Eider Close, Tudor Meadows.  
 
There are 12 members in the group and we gather between 8pm and 
8.30pm when we catch up on each otherÕs news and enjoy the 
refreshments provided by Gillian and Charlie. We usually finish just 
before 10pm. Our evenings are made up of Bible teaching/study (which 
invariably includes lively discussions), prayer and fellowship. We are 
currently looking at the book of Hebrews. Prior to that we were in the 
Old Testament exploring the prophet Hosea.   
 
House Groups are about building relationships and friendships, 
supporting each other in prayer and practical ways, developing and 
deepening our faith together and having fun. We try, as best we can, to 
embrace all these. We are always delighted to welcome new members so 
do get in touch if you would like to join us.  
 
Tuesday Afternoon Discussion Group             Valer ie Hirons  
We meet on the third Tuesday of every month and are pleased to be 
adding some new members to our group, which keeps us changing. 
 
We studied Peter for a few sessions and have now begun a York Course 
which has individual booklets and a tape for each session. Some well-
known people, Rowan Williams and Patricia Routledge, for example, 
respond to relevant questions. This often sparks off discussion from our 
group members. We refer to a suitable bible reading. After this we then 
have a cuppa and chat to catch up on what's going on. 
 
Tuesday Evening Group                               Sue Am brose 
 
This group meets in Gawcott every two weeks. We are exploring 
ÒCourage to CopeÓ (Choices, Sin & Guilt, Leadership Fears, Family 
Problems, Work Pressures, etc.)  in informal discussions during a group 
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bible study.    We enjoy fellowship and meals together and spend time in 
prayer and reflection.     
 

YAGS Ð Young Adult Group                         Andy Ham ilton      
 
YAGS is a Home Group aimed at anyone over 16 up to middish 20Õs, 
principally aimed at those who have recently come through our Youth 
groups and wish to have a forum to continue to debate their faith with 
their peers. 
 
We discuss and debate many issues stimulated either by one of the group 
preparing thoughts and questions on a specific subject or using a film or 
event as the stimulus for debate and thought.  
 
We meet twice a month on the 1st and 3rd Mondays and are currently 
based at the WardaleÕs house now that there is no heating or pizza at the 
CurateÕs house!!

 !
Always happy to see new members  - if interested give Andy Hamilton a 
call 01327 359747!
 

IGNITE                                                           Mike Evans 
 
This past year has seen ignite continue as an established alternative to 
the Sunday morning services.  Attendances average between 30 to 35, 
attracting people of all age groups. We don't settle on any particular 
format, rather embracing all forms of worship. We have experienced the 
considerable talents of our youth as they have led our worship and a 
traditional prayer book Evensong, with just about everything else in 
between! 
 
To give you a flavour of the programmes that we have followed we have 
had a series called ÒI wish it wasn't like thisÓ, looking at family life, 
work, prayer and hospitality.  Leading up to Christmas we followed the 
2008 Spring Harvest material entitled ÒOne HopeÓ, examining the 
second coming of Christ, death and judgement, the resurrection of the 
dead and the creation of a new heaven and earth.  Since Christmas we 
have been looking at Luke's gospel as we follow Jesus on ÒThe road to 
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the crossÓ.  Interspersed during these programmes we have a monthly 
communion service on the first Sunday, occasional TaizŽ, youth-led and 
healing services. Particular highlights during the last 12 months have 
been the confirmation service and Claire's farewell service both of which 
ignite was delighted to host. 
 
We have a small but dedicated leadership team whose challenge in the 
coming year is to keep things fresh, develop our pastoral care and 
encourage more people to get involved on the night, particularly with 
setting-up and refreshments.  
 

LADIES GROUP                                               Alyson Ashby 
 
The Ladies Group meet on the first Thursday of each month (usually in 
the Tower Room at the Church) and average about 15 members to each 
meeting.  It is a valuable opportunity for the ladies of the Church to 
enjoy fellowship together. 
 
During the last twelve months we have enjoyed a varied programme 
including talks, craft, social and evenings out.     
 
Programmes for Ladies Group meetings can be found at the back of the 
Church.  New members are always most welcome. 
 
Marriage Preparation           Andrew and Sandra Miscam pbell 

We have now been presenting the Marriage Preparation Course for one 
year.  During that time 21 couples have attended, usually in groups of 
two or three.  The majority of courses have taken place at our home over 
three separate evenings.  We have also run two full -day courses in the 
Church on Saturdays (mainly to accommodate couples living some 
distance from Buckingham, or those unable to attend during the week 
because of work commitments). 

The course looks at many practical aspects of being married, covering 
areas such as  

á         decision making 
á         ways of expressing love 
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á         the impact of children 
á          communication 

It also deals with common problems which may be encountered, such as 
á         conflict  
á         financial difficulties and debt 

The aim is to allow couples to explore these areas together in a relaxed 
environment and to help them discuss issues they may not previously 
have considered. 

We have greatly enjoyed meeting so many lovely young people.  Photos 
of some of the couples are displayed at the back of the church.  Please 
pray for all those who are preparing to marry or who are newly married. 
 
MENÕS BREAKFAST                                       Keith Croxton 
 

The men's breakfast meeting is the place to be on a Saturday morning. 
We meet at 8am on the first Saturday of each month in the Tower Room 
in church. Gerry Bluck and her splendid team of helpers produce 
marvellous breakfasts, including the renowned black pudding, which are 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who come along.  
 
The breakfast is followed by a talk and questions. Among our speakers 
this year have been Andrew Wood who told us about some of the 
unusual experiences of a driving instructor, Andrew Lightbown who 
shared his life changing move from the City of London into charity 
work,  Anthony Shillington from the Trinity Foundation for Christianity 
and Culture and Martin Davis who talked about his move into full time 
ministry. 
 
Future speakers include Steve Fisher, Minister of Well St Church 
(April), Robert Cumming looking at Ò Spring Ò in May and in June we 
are delighted to welcome Roger Hall who is Chaplain to the Tower of 
London and the House of Lords.     
 
We close our morning at 9.30 am. 
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If you have never been to one of our breakfasts do please think about 
joining us, you will be made very welcome. 
 
 If you would like to go on our e-mail list do let Charlie Macdonald 
know on 01280-822688 or by e-mail to candg_macdonald@tiscali.co.uk 
 
MOTHERS UNION                                                      Pat  Cox 
 
Mothers Union closed as an ÔActiveÕ Branch at the end of December 
2008 thus relieving us of any secretarial and financial duties. 
 
We will continue to meet for fellowship throughout the year on a 
Thursday in membersÕ homes. 
 
MUSIC REPORTS   

Church Choir                                         Robert  Tucker 
 

I am very conscious of the many services and activities 
the choir take part in, the lead they give in inspiring 
singing and, above all, occasions where music has 
played an important part in the church community. We 
give thanks for the gifts of music and for all musicians 
who help lead worship. Thanks particularly to Ray and 
Tina Mitchell and everyone who joined the choir to help 
with weddings this year. 

 
The Choir sings on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sunday mornings and at the 
occasional Benefice Evensongs. We cover a variety of styles to 
complement the theme of each service. We rehearse on Thursday 
evenings (1915-2015 in term time) and 30 minutes before services. 
Student choristers are paid 50p for each practice and service they attend. 
There are 12 regular members and the choir continues to flourish despite 
continuing decline in numbers and efforts to recruit. Commitment to a 
church choir is a worthy investment in terms of the sharing musical gifts, 
playing a vital role both in worship and in church fellowship generally.  
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At Christmas we sang twice at Villiers hotel. The 3rd annual dinner took 
place in January. Anyone who would like to join the choir please do 
contact us. Singing gives all ages the opportunity to be part of something 
very worthwhile, developing life-long musical skills across a wide range 
of styles and traditions; above all enjoying the excitement of 
performance in praise and in giving to God. Do join us if you possibly 
can. ItÕs a very worthwhile commitment. 
 
Anthems since last report:  
Come Down O Love Divine (T-Robbins), Holy, Holy, Holy, (Schubert 
& Smith), Like the murmour of the doveÕs song (Smith), Be still for the 
presence  (Evans), Let us go in peace (Rutter), Psalm 86 (Turle), Fairest 
Lord Jesus (arr. How), Thou visitest the earth (Greene), Thou wilt keep 
him (Sumsion), For the beauty of the Earth (Rutter), Lead me Lord 
(Wesley), Jesu, joy of manÕs desiring several times (J.S. Bach), God so 
loved the world (Bullard), To be a pilgrim (Burt), Wondrous Cross 
(Wilby), God so loved the world (Bullard), Author of life divine 
(McDowall), King of Glory (J.S.Bach), O God of mercy (Lole), Psalm 
65 (Garrett), Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis (Shera), Pie Jesu (FaurŽ), Lord 
I trust thee (Handel), Above all praise (Mendelssohn), Creator of the 
stars of night (arr. Scott), Magnificat (Shera), Cantique de Jean Racine 
(FaurŽ), Hark, the glad (Thorne), Never the weather beaten sail (Wood), 
O thou the Central Orb (Wood), In the bleak midwinter (Darke), A 
Maiden most gentle (Carter), Nativity Carol (Rutter), God of Mercy 
(Lole), Lamb of God (Webbe), Bread of the world (Bullard), Were you 
there? American Spiritual (arr. Hunt), Awake thou wintry earth 
(J.S.Bach). 
 

Organ                                                        Robert  Tucker  
The organ working party has met twice so far and we have been 
exploring the original suggestions for the overhaul and repair of the 
instrument as well as approaching grant bodies. Mr Coffin, a highly 
reputable organ builder is due to visit to talk through the options before 
presenting them to the PCC. 
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Church  Band                             Tina & Ray Mitchell    
 

Once again we have had a busy year, and up until 
the Summer had a large band with up to 15 
members.  As the older children have moved on, 
from September the numbers have fallen to about 
8, but we have some new recruits; 2 beginner 
recorders and a keyboard player.  We welcome 

them and hope they will gain lots of confidence in making music, and 
have fun and fellowship in using their instruments to worship God. We 
now have three singers, whose voices blend well together, and who lead 
the congregational singing confidently.  
 
This summer we held a social gathering in Tina and RayÕs garden, where 
children from all age groups had fun playing badminton of sorts and 
other garden games, whilst the adults feasted on a bring and share lunch 
and chatted and basked in the glorious sunshine we were blessed with on 
the day. 
 
I would like to thank members of the congregation for your positive 
encouragement, and the parents who support by bringing their children 
to practices, especially at outlandishly early times on Sundays! 
 
Practices are on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the month prior to the first 
Sunday Service in the upstairs room after Junior Church.   On Friday 
night practices we now start playing at 5.30pm.  Any children who play 
a musical instrument are welcome to join us. 
 
A plea for those taking services this year and wishing to have the band 
playing:  as many of our band are now relatively young and 
inexperienced, I am having to write quite a lot of adapted parts for them, 
so I will need to know about a month in advance what music you would 
like, so that I have time to write it and practise it! 
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NEEDLE AND THREA D SOCIETY               Ann Dale (Secretary)  
 
This year has been the same as many others in that we have had two 
meetings, one being the A.G.M., have organised the teas at the fete and 
held a Christmas Fair. 
 
In order to fill the Community Centre to capacity this year we invited 
some Church Members, who run stalls for their chosen charity to come 
to the Christmas Fair.  The proceeds from these stalls went to the 
Charity.  The Arthritis Association had a stall and Cafe Ignite ran the 
refreshments successfully for the third year.  The result was a more 
interesting and varied fair with plenty of choice for the customers. 
 
This has been a quiet year financially but we are awaiting the start of 
two projects which will need our support.  Hopefully, these will begin 
soon and will help to beautify the church interior. 
 
OFFICE                                                      Judith Bundock 
 
The office team continue to multi-task as required. We are the clearing-
house for reports, rotas, minutes and anything else that might need 
circulating. We are the printing house for service sheets, newsletters & 
É.. We are frequently the front line for all sorts of enquiries. We 
provide a meeting point for our church folk and for visitors and 
sometimes its like Piccadilly Circus! But most importantly we provide a 
very valuable human presence in the church each morning. 
 
Our digital printer / copier (now just over 12 months old) is brilliant. The 
new computer finally became operational in June and getting the 
measure of it has been challenging but we were greatly helped by 
ClaireÕs experience and patience. Both these pieces of equipment have 
minds of their own so communication between them can sometimes be a 
little contrary.   
 
The team consists of 12 volunteers all willing givers of their time and 
many gifts.  My thanks go to Daphne May who has now retired from 
office life and to Ron & Mary Buckingham, Ann Bursnall, Anne Exelby, 
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Nick Fane, Jean Froude, Liz Mayston, Beverley Stockill, Gill Stopps, 
Freda Storrar & Sue Watkins for all they do to keep the administration 
wheels turning. 
 
PASTORAL VISITING TEAM                           Sandra Cosby 
 
The Pastoral Visiting Team was set up again in November 2008 after 
contacting those who had put their names forward during the ÒPass it 
OnÓ campaign and holding an interest meeting in Church after the 
Sunday morning service when others volunteered to be part of this 
ministry. We met in early January, when we discussed our own 
particular giftings and the amount of time we wanted to commit to this 
work. The team was welcomed and commissioned during the morning 
service on Sunday 8th March 2009. 
 
There was also discussion about training and most of those present felt 
that they would value training, especially in the areas of dealing with 
Bereavement and developing Listening Skills. A training day entitled 
ÒUnderstanding Loss and BereavementÓ is to take place on Saturday 28th 
March. Sue Ambrose will lead this day, and if needed, a follow up day 
will be arranged, when Vicky Southby will be available to take part. It is 
hoped that the skills learnt on this day will better equip the members of 
the team when they are called upon to visit. 
 
80 Plus Club                                                Sandra Cosby 
 
The 80 Plus Club was launched in November 2007, to give a voice to 
those members of our congregation who were getting on in years and 
feeling a bit left out of Church life. Each month there is an article in the 
Spire Magazine, which is written by Don Davis and myself. At the 
beginning of this year 2009, Don decided to take a break from writing, 
hopefully it will only be for a short while. 
 
The first months of our existence were spent getting to know each other 
and friendships and interests soon developed. Then when the weather 
improved we met formally in Church for short services of readings, 
hymns and prayers. We have tried to do this on a bi- monthly basis. 
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After each service we have had Afternoon Tea with plenty of scones and 
cakes, which is very civilized and enjoyed by everyone; after all, most of 
us have given up watching our waistlines! The conversations and 
ensuing laughter are an indication that on every occasion, a good time 
was had by all. Because of the cold spell and the snow and ice we have 
not met this year. 
 
We have also decided to grow younger by inviting those members of the 
congregation who are 70 plus to join us so that we can broaden our 
horizons and defiantly not take life too seriously. 
 
PRAYER CORNER MINISTRY                           Sue Am brose 

 

Members of our Prayer Team are available in the Lady Chapel after 
every 10 a.m. Service, to pray (in strict confidence) for anyone with a 
need: for themselves; for someone else or for a particular situation.    
 
Before the service, a special time is devoted to praying that the service 
would minister to God and that His Spirit would open our ears, hearts 
and minds to what He would have each of us take away.  We pray for the 
ministers and all taking part in the service, and for members of the 
congregation.     
 
During the interregnum we will be praying for wisdom and 
discernment for the team responsible for appointing the new Rector 
Ð and that God would be working on the heart of the person He 
would have us choose. We would welcome any member of the 
congregation to join us for this time - from 9.45 a.m. 
 
Immediately after the service we are available for private prayer.    Just 
come to the Lady Chapel.   If there is someone already receiving prayer, 
please wait nearby. It is very informal and not at all frightening.    Just 
tell us the situation, as you see it, and we will listen and then pray very 
simply, asking GodÕs Spirit to minister what He knows you need.   If 
you would like prayer at home, please phone Sue Ambrose 01280 
813346, who will arrange for someone to visit you. 
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Compared with many churches, I think it would be true to say, not a vast 
number of our congregation seek this prayer support, which is sad, 
because Jesus has asked us to pray for one another.  Our heavenly Father 
longs for us to come together in loving concern for one another; to be 
real with each other and to come to know that He longs for our 
wholeness and the joy that it brings. Nothing is more encouraging to 
God than to have us call out to Him as his needy children. Nothing is 
more encouraging to our prayer life, as individuals and as a church, than 
to know that God does hear and does answer, when we call with our 
whole hearts.   It has been a real joy to share with people who have come 
to give thanks for answered prayer.    Why not try it??? 
 
The Telephone Prayer Chain is available at all times for urgent prayer 
requests.     Please phone Gill Croxton (01280 815100).   We have two 
teams of people who will pray and then pass the request on, via 
telephone, so that over 20 people will soon be praying for the need.    
We would encourage you to pass on answers to prayer, too, please. 
 
Special thanks to everyone in the various  Prayer Teams.    If anyone has 
a heart to become involved in this work, please contact Sue Ambrose.  
 

PRAYER GROUP                                          Steve Watkins 
 
After a long hiatus, we now meet on the third Thursday of the month at 
72, Embleton Way. The first meeting in the series took place on 19th 
February and it is intended to meet monthly thereafter except in August 
and December. The object of the group is to focus on prayer for the life 
of our church. 
 
SACRIST/SERVER TEAM                                       Geoff Shaw 
 
We have a team that makes sure that all is well for the "front-end" of all 
our Services.   I am grateful to Anne Exelby, Si‰n Whyte, George 
Burgess, Gerry Causer, Patrick Collins and Paul Hirons for another year 
of willing and cheerful service.  We would still like one or two more to 
join us.   
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Please be assured that it is not a difficult job but the person appointed 
must turn up about 30 minutes before the Service is due to start and then 
put out what is appropriate on that particular day and, if it is a Holy 
Communion, to act as a server for the Service itself.  About every two 
months I consult everybody to find out what they are able and wish to do 
and we then draw up a rota to cover what is required.   
 
Please ask me for more detail, if you think that you would like to join us.   
Don't be scared Ð it is not a difficult job but an important one, week by 
week.  The priests are friendly people! - and you will soon learn to cope 
very well.  Volunteers can be male or female, young or old.   
 
Perhaps being a server gives you a good CV to be a churchwarden!  Two 
of our members are now busy in this role.  Inevitably they are not as 
available as the rest of us Ð hence the need for help. 
 
I should, of course, add that we also have a rota of those authorised to 
assist in the Holy Communion with the chalice.  I am grateful to them 
too for their responsible help week by week. 
 
SIDESPERSONS                                            Daphne May 
 
This is my first year in the role of Sidespersons Co-ordinator, having 
taken over from Paul Hirons whom I would like to thank for his help 
over the past year. 
 
IÕm pleased to say that IÕve been lucky to have been able to persuade 
twelve new people to join the rota and my grateful thanks to all of them. 
Unfortunately for various reasons we have lost three people and if 
anyone reading this feels they would like to join us, do please get in 
touch with me. IÕd be very grateful. ItÕs not very arduous and is a good 
way of getting to know people. Lastly a big thank you to everyone who 
helped at the various Christmas Services and to one person in particular 
who was always there. Alyson, we are going to miss you. 
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE        Maureen Aust in 
 
Once again, our social events have been very successful. I think we all 
enjoy letting our hair down and enjoying ourselves from time to time 
and we get to know the people we regularly worship with that little bit 
better. 
 
Last year we had a Safari Supper, which went down very well and I 
thank all who took part in that.  Without the hosts and hostesses it would 
not be possible. This year should have started with the Candlemas 
Supper, but due to our unusual weather we had to cancel the event. What 
a shame, but we would have needed skates and long johns to get about 
and keep warm. 
 
Our next event is a ÔHoe DownÕ - a what!, you might ask, but IÕm sure 
Ann Fletcher knows exactly what it takes, so keep April 25th free in your 
diary.  Anyone wishing to join the committee is most welcome or even if 
you would like to help on an irregular basis that would be fine too. 
I am compiling a list of people who would like to help at some events 
but would not actually be part of the Social Committee 
 
09 TRAIDCRAFT  & FAIRTRADE            Tina Mitchell 
 
The Traidcraft cupboard remains available for any church event, and is 
usually open at CafŽ Ignite on Saturday mornings, as well as for most 
Sundays after the main service.  There is a small rota of people who are 
willing to operate the stall on Sunday mornings and I would welcome 
some new recruits!  I am very grateful to those people who have helped 
in this way.  Sales for the year to March 09 were down at £1461.61.   
 
The Buckingham Fairtrade Town Steering Group has been represented at 
the Party in the Park event, which was again in the Bull Ring, and the 
anniversary event of Buckingham Fairtrade Town at the Old Gaol, which 
included a Fairtrade Market and refreshments inside, and some fantastic 
African drumming outside, kindly provided by Buckingham Primary 
School.  Fairtrade Fortnight this year will see Fairtrade goods on sale in  
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the Market place as well as at our usual venues of the Salvation Army 
Citadel and CafŽ Ignite.  Fairtrade fruit, especially bananas, is more 
regularly available in Buckingham, not only at Waitrose, but also in 
RogerÕs and on the market.  Keep on asking for Fairtrade! 
 
The register of businesses who offer Fairtrade drinks and snacks to their 
staff at breaks, as well as those who sell Fairtrade products can be 
viewed on the Town Council website.  If you think your organisation 
should be on the register please let me know.   
 
TUESDAY LUNCHES                 Maureen Aust in 
 
Once again we have had a very successful year with our regular 
customers and many new ones.  We have a good team of workers but 
more are always welcome so that we could be free to take some time off 
occasionally. Even if you can only do a small part of the day either 
preparing or cleaning up afterwards that would be just as helpful.   
 
As well as providing valuable social occasions, particularly for those 
living on their own, £2,188 was raised for church funds during 2008. 
This year we thank Waitrose for their generous donation of a turkey for 
the Christmas Lunch.  We always have the loyal support of the Chandos 
Court residents.  This year 28 of them enjoyed Christmas dinner in 
January.  On the day we served 97 people, plus ourselves.   
 
Please join us if you can, the only qualification is a good sense of 
humour.  Please see any member of the team on Tuesdays or I can be 
contacted on 817234 if you feel you would like to join us. 
 
WEBSITE                                                            Rob Tucker 
 
Thanks to those of you who help keep the web site up to date.  
Robert Tucker is standing down as administrator of the parish website 
www.BuckinghamParishChurch.org.uk and handing over to Warren 
Whyte who also runs the new benefice site (which can be found at 
www.BuckinghamBenefice.org.uk). 



 33 

 
WELCOME TEAM                                            Sue Watkins 
 
The team at present comprises thirteen regular members, with myself as 
coordinator. We only have one man in our team Ð no other gentlemen 
seem to want to join us.  
 
We have lost one member of the team temporarily as Cheryl Dawson is 
away until April. However three new members have joined us: Judith 
Bell, Helen McMorrow and Liz Mayston as a result of the ÔPass It On 
CampaignÕ in Autumn 2007. 
 
Several newcomers have remarked on the warm welcome they receive 
when they first arrive Ð it is nice to know we are doing our job!
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Dates of known events to December  2009 
(other than regular services and meetings) 

 
11  W Annual Church Meeting 7.30pm 
12  Th Deanery Synod @ Leckhampstead  
14  S Concert for Action Medical Research 7.30pm 

RectorÕs farewell service 10.00am 15  Su 
Deanery Evensong @ Radclive 6.00pm 

21  S Buckingham Chamber Orchestra 
Concert 

7.30pm 

22  Su Deanery Evensong @ Biddlesden 6.00pm 
Bereavement Visiting Training Day 10.30am - 

3.30pm 
28  S 

Lenborough Choir Concert 7.30pm 

March 

29  Su Deanery Evensong @ Hillesden 6.00pm 
    

1  W Baptism Introductory Evening 8.00pm 
MenÕs Breakfast 8.00am 4  S 
Buckingham Choral Society Concert 8.00pm 
Easter Workshop for children 2.30- 4.30pm 5  Su 
Deanery Evensong @ Lillingstone 
Dayrell 

6.00pm 

9 Th 
 

Maundy Thursday Service followed 
by The Watch  

7.30pm - 
midnight 

Good Friday Services 10am & 2pm 10 F 
Good Friday Drama by Old Gaol 11.00am 

11 S Easter Eve Service of Light 8.00pm 
12 Su Easter Day Services 8 &  10.00am 

6.00pm 
14 T Tuesday Lunch 12 Ð 2pm 
25 S Hoe Down Social Event ? 
26 Su Benefice Shared Lunch @ BÕham 12.45pm 

April 

28 T Needle &  Thread AGM 7.00pm 
    

1  F May Day Celebrations on Church 
Hill. (Town Council event) 

am 

2  S MenÕs Breakfast 8.00am 
10 Su Freedom Service 10.00am  
10-16 Christian Aid Week  

May 

11 M Start of Alpha Course 7.15pm 
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12 T Tuesday Lunch 12  - 2pm 
14 Th Baptism Introductory Evening 8.00pm 
16 S Buckingham Chamber Orchestra 

Concert 
7.30pm 

19 T Archdeacons Visitation  
20 W PCC Standing Committee  
21 Th Ascension Day Deanery Songs of 

Praise 
7.30pm 

 

24 Su Benefice Shared Lunch @ Nash 12.45pm 
    

6  S MenÕs Breakfast 8.00am 
9  T Tuesday Lunch 12 - 2pm 
11 Th Baptism Introductory Evening 8.00pm 
19 F Royal Latin School FoundersÕ Day 

Service 
am 

20 S Buckingham Chamber Orchestra 
Concert 

7.30pm 

21 Su Teddy Bears Picnic on Church Hill 
(Town Council event) 

 

24 W PCC meeting 7.30pm 

June 

27 S ChildrenÕs Society PloughmanÕs 
Lunches 

12 Ð 2pm 

    

4  S Buckingham Choral Society Concert 8.00pm 
8  W Deanery Synod @ Stowe  
11 S Alpha Away Day 9.30 Ð 3.30pm 
11 S Buckingham Summer Festival 

Concert 
 

14 T Tuesday Lunches 12 Ð 2pm 
16 Th PCC Standing Committee  

July 

20 M Alpha Course (final meeting) 7.15pm 
    

3 - 7 Buckingham Churches ChildrenÕs 
Holiday Club 

9.45am Ð 
12.15pm 

August 

7  F Holiday Club Celebration &  BBQ 6.00pm 
    

2 W PCC meeting 7.30pm 
8  T Tuesday Lunches 12 - 2pm 
15 T Benefice Wardens meeting  

September 

19 S Church Fete 12 Ð 4pm 
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3  S MenÕs Breakfast 8.00am 
4  Su Harvest Festival &  Supper  
13 T Tuesday Lunches 12 - 2pm 
14 W Benefice Forum 7.30pm 

October 

27 T PCC Standing Committee  
    

7  S MenÕs Breakfast 8.00am 
8  S Remembrance Sunday 10.00am 
10 T Tuesday Lunches 12 Ð 2pm 
11 W Remembrance Service at War 

Memorial 
11.00am 

21 S Buckingham Chamber Orchestra 
Concert 

7.30pm 

26 Th PCC meeting 7.30pm 
28 S Buckingham Festival of Music &  

Drama  
 

November 

29 Su Advent Carol Service 6.00pm 
    

MenÕs Breakfast 8.00am 5  S 
Buckingham Choral Society Concert  8.00pm 

6  Su Toy Service 10.00am 

December 

9  W PCC Standing Committee  
 
 


