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Activities Report for 2025

ALPHA				                      Revd Jo Wigley
The Alpha Course is one of our main outreach events and in 2025 we ran it twice. The first course was run by Martin and Vicky Hughes in their home in Nash beginning in January. It was a great success, and guests enjoyed the hospitality of Martin and Vicky as well as the many opportunities for discussion and learning offered by the course. The second course was run by Lara in the White Hart Pub. This course was extremely well attended and lead to a number of people being brought deeper into their faith in Jesus, some being baptised and others choosing to come back again to continue their Alpha journey by joining the following course. 
Alpha is different each time it is run as the diversity of guests bring new perspectives and is not only an engaging and enriching experience for the guests but also for those who run and facilitate the course. We aim to run Alpha each term going forward as more and more people are seeking purpose and hope, and we pray that they find this in Jesus.

BAPTISMS				        	            Tosin Ayileye
At BPC, we have the privilege and joy of offering Baptisms to church members and the local community.
In 2025, we held 10 infant/children's baptisms and 19 adult baptisms across our 3 regular services and standalone baptism services at 12.30pm on a Sunday. During these baptisms, we welcomed hundreds of friends and family members into our church, some of whom were visiting a church for the first time, or for the first time in a long time.   


BELLRINGERS			     	          Ibby Marshall
The Band rings on first Sundays of the month at Stowe, second Sundays at Maids Moreton, third Sundays at Buckingham, fourth Sundays at Maids Moreton and if there is a fifth Sunday in the month we ring at Stowe.  Buckingham practice night is the last Wednesday of the month.  We benefitted in 2025 by having Easter Sunday fall on the third Sunday of the month which meant we were ringing at Buckingham.
Apart from normal service ringing one of our first ringing events last year was Buckingham Ablaze for which we rang in the evening on Saturday March 15th at 7 pm to replicate one of the early functions of bell towers, which was to raise the alarm in the event of invasion or fire.  Fire was one of the most dreaded events in any town back in the day, as it was potentially so destructive- which proved to be the case in Buckingham.  That month we also hosted the North Buckinghamshire Branch practice on Saturday morning 22nd March adding to the takings of BPC’s Saturday Coffee Cafe.
The call went out from the Central Council to ring for the 80th anniversary of VE day and on May 8th the band rang Buckingham bells at 5.30 pm shooting off to Stowe to ring there at 6.30 pm.  We were kept busy with weddings May, June and August in particular.  Graduation ceremonies were lacking in 2025.  Towards the latter half of the year, we organised Whites of Appleton who are bellhangers, to do a formal Belfry inspection.  Whilst regular checks and maintenance are ongoing, we were into double digits since the last professional inspection which is within normal practice.  Their report is due back shortly, but I’m happy to report that 

nothing huge appears to be out of order from the feedback at the time!  Mind you, that doesn’t equate to no money needing to be spent.  
The attraction of BPCs facilities has been a draw for visiting ringing folk with a North Bucks Branch practice being held here as well as the Branch AGM. We are sometimes asked to allow other bands to come and ring during an organised day trip, where a band will focus on a local area and go and ring bells at 5 or 6 Towers in the day.  This is known as a Tower Grab, and some Ringers have literally rung in hundreds of different places during their ringing careers including in Towers abroad.
All in all, it’s been quite an eventful year one way and another and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank my ringing colleagues most sincerely for all their dedication and to thank the church management for their support.

BITTERNES AFLOAT		                            Will Trevitt
Bitternes Afloat is a holiday for young people that has been taking young Christians sailing on the Norfolk Broads for 77 years. BPC has a long-standing relationship with Bitternes Afloat, with Buckingham young people attending the holiday for over 30 years; many of these individuals continue to be involved as part of our leadership team.
Last year, several young people from BPC attended our Easter cruise, ranging from 11–18 years old. We were fortunate to have good weather for sailing, and our spiritual programme focused on The Four Essentials of the Gospel: that God loves us, 

that we have sinned, that Jesus died for us, and that we are called to respond by living for God.
Our summer cruise, which focuses on building faith and leadership skills for young adults aged 17–25, was attended by several individuals who have left BPC to attend university or begin their careers, but who continue to grow their faith in new environments. This year, the spiritual programme explored how, as Christians, we can live out our faith in everyday life, including in areas such as work, money, and relationships.
We are very grateful to all those within BPC who continue to contribute financially and faithfully support us through prayer.

BPC YOUTH & STUDENTS		        	           Sam Graham
The Youth ministry had a great year in 2025 as we looked to fulfil our vision of encouraging young people to Know God, Love God and Live for God.  
The Students Meals have been a great success in 2025. Each month we hosted dinner for the students at the University of Buckingham. At each meal, we cater for anywhere between 15 and 35 students, depending on the exam season they are in.
The Way is the youth groups for the 9am and 6pm services for those in school years 7-13. In 2025 the 11am youth group continued to be held monthly until a new venue was found. In November 2025 we began to hire Well Street United Church and grew this group to twice the size per month.  

The 6pm had seen significant growth in 2024, doubling in size. By Christmas we had split into two groups based on age group (Younger: school years 7-9 & Older: school years 10-13). This was fully launched in January 2025 after the recruitment and training of eight new volunteers.
Youth Hub is the name of our youth connect group. Along with bible studies and prayer evening, we have also hosted themed activity evenings that have attracted new young people to join the group. We have also hosted bigger activities such as “The Monopoly Challenge” in which we saw the relationships between the young people and leaders grow. We also saw a growing hunger to explore faith and scripture at a deeper level with young people active in bible reading, prayer and asking questions. This translated to the creation of a second Youth Hub splitting the age groups – 11-14 & 14-18 – for deeper teaching specific to each age group.
Schools’ work in 2025 saw the continuation of the mentoring project in The Buckingham School and Christian Union at the Royal Latin School. Through the mentoring scheme, students are referred for mentoring for pastoral support for mental health (self-harm, anxiety, depression), and behaviour management. In 2025 we were able to offer twice as many mentoring slots as new volunteers came forward to join and help with mentoring. Stories are confidential; however, we have seen good success in supporting these young people. 
The Christian Union at the Royal Latin School has continued to grow and now fills a classroom most weeks. 


DTI (Dreaming the Impossible) is a youth Festival.  In 2025 we took a group of young people to DTI for the fourth time. This year 24 young people joined us for camping, worship, teaching and many activities. Three of these young people were family and friends of our young people, who invited them to join us. The young people encountered God by his Holy Spirit and the six days away saw great growth in their relationships together and with God. They came back hungry to know more about God and who he is. 
Youth Nights in 2025 took a different model away from its previous weeklong summer event history. Instead, event based, seeker friendly events were hosted every two months. The churched young people of the town were encouraged to invite unchurched friends to each event where there was a big activity and a gospel presentation. Some big activities were-  Laser Tag, Escape Rooms, a Christmas Party & the Outreach party at Coffee#1 during the Holiday Club week. On an average, 20% of the young people attending were unchurched.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES	            	              Lucia Pearson-Gee
We have continued to see an increase of children attending the 11am family service which provides four separate teaching groups:   
Bubbles: (age 0-3) held in the Tower room and is mainly parent led with an overseer.   
There is an average of 6 children each week, peaking in May with 9 attending.   

Splash: (ages 3-5yrs) the first half of the year saw an average of 8 children which has increased to 12 regularly attending each Sunday.
Streams: (School Year groups 1,2 and3) has remained steady all year with 12-14 children each week with evenly matched numbers of boys and girls attending.  
Waves: (School Year group 4, 5 and 6) average weekly attendance remains at 15-17 children. Peaking at 20 children in May and December which was way too crowded for the North room and therefore we were unable to run the proper teaching programme due to lack of space. We have only 3 girls and 12 Boys regularly attending each week. 
Oceans: (School Years 2-6) runs in the 6pm service, with an average of 8 children regularly attending each week with the maximum number of 10 in November.
Lighthouse Monthly Messy Church: This provides more structured crafts with a theme and interactive talk and worship followed by a two-course free meal seeing an average of 38 Children and 18-20 parents each month. We reviewed this Group in the Autumn term and decided to discontinue it.
The Ark: We have seen a huge increase in the numbers of mums and toddlers attending as well as many new-borns coming.  We peaked at 79 children in July which was too many for the space, but the weekly average attendance was 56 children ages 0-4 plus their carers.
Easter Cracked:  We run this annual event where we invite all the local primary schools in Year 5 or 6 to hear the 

Easter Story. We had 3 schools who came with 196 children plus teachers and parent helpers. Grenville brought 2-year groups. Feedback was all very positive.
The Light Party:  This is an annual event that takes place on the 31st October and is an alternative to Halloween.  We had 79 children, plus parents attend.
Christmas Unwrapped:  We run this event alongside Well Street Church where the children start off their journey and then they enter a series of rooms at BPC to hear the Christmas story told through wonderful actors/actresses and two crafts.  6 schools attended, 247 children, plus teachers and parent helpers.

CHURCH CHOIR			                      Robert Tucker
We give thanks to God for the gift of music and the dedication of our highly motivated chorister team. Beyond leading the 9am worship, the choir provides spiritual enrichment, musical education, and pastoral support for its members. We were delighted to welcome April as a new chorister this year, and Daniel has been confirmed as our new Head Chorister. 
On the flip side we lost several choristers due to illness/ other commitments. Beyond our immediate efforts to encourage, choir recruitment needs to be a higher priority at BPC: seen as an embedded strategy. Our collective efforts, however, continue to shine: the rehearsal commitment absolutely pays off and enriches so much. 
Thanks as always to Brian (candles), Neil (support), and Gill for maintaining the robes. We also recognise Harry, former Head chorister, and Seb for his invaluable contribution as organ scholar and deputising at choir practice. 
Buckingham Church Organ Report 
Over the decades, the organ has been a central part of BPC’s worship. After a century of service, it was completely rebuilt, rotated, and elevated to provide storage below, and a mobile console. This restoration honoured the original ‘Hill, Norman & Beard’ tonal concept while allowing for future expansion. We are now able to report on the forthcoming Choir division, the final part of the project, for completion in August 2026. 
This transformation is made possible by a generous legacy from assistant organist Ray Mitchell, alongside pledges for the electrics. A unique aspect of this project is the preservation of heritage, using recycled pipes from St. Andrew’s, Kettering. Designed to accompany the choir with light flutes and colourful reeds, the division will offer a rich palette of expressive sounds. We are delighted to complete this project for future generations in fond memory of Ray Mitchell, who originally led the organ's restoration.







CHURCH FLOWERS			                     Susan Mileham
The team of 18 ladies kept our church provided with flowers and foliage in beautiful arrangements for 42 Sundays through the year, observing Lent and Advent on the other ten Sundays. Easter, Harvest and Christmas involved the whole team in decorating windowsills and the porch. Inevitably some members have had to retire, meaning others have taken on 

extra slots on the Rota. There’s space for you to join, experience not needed as ‘old hands’ will help. Decorating for the major feasts is always a very busy and happy event, planned for coffee and cake mornings a few weeks in advance. We’re always grateful for the men, mainly husbands, who carry, lift, reach and encourage. It would be so good to add a few men to the decorating team too.

Easter Lilies are sponsored each year; all other material is provided by the arranger as part of their stewardship. You may wish to sponsor an arrangement for a date that’s special to you. Speak to me, Susan Mileham, Team Coordinator, 07821 800619

CHURCH OFFICE			         	              Divya Jacob
2025 has been a year marked by God’s providence and grace. The small office team has been as busy as ever, supporting the many events across the church calendar—often working quietly behind the scenes, yet always with diligence and commitment. This is mainly possible due the prayers of the congregation and timely support of the various volunteers, who step in when needed.
Gill Stopps has been incredible as always, a true treasure trove of church knowledge, handling a great deal independently. Ibby Marshall continues to assist once a week, helping enter attendance figures in ChurchSuite and supporting various smaller projects. Heidi Buchan provided valuable support in preparing the Church Electoral Roll.

Nigel faithfully oversees the church fabric and is in the office at least once a week, often more, when coordinating with external contractors. Lynne continues to faithfully support housekeeping, ensuring cleaning supplies are stocked and getting milk and other essentials for refreshments, as needed. Anke Stolze has been doing an excellent job keeping the “A Church Near You” website updated.
Paddy remains a dependable problem-solver; his help with the curate’s house and locking the church at odd hours has been a real blessing. I would also like to thank Alan Edmondson for his time and contribution to the office and wish him well as he has stepped back after summer due to health reasons.
We were also glad to have Seth Pallet, a young helper who supported the office for a few months. Anne Exelby continues to help with various tasks whenever she is able.
I am especially grateful to the many volunteers who step forward whenever there is a need—whether responding to requests during special services/events, providing cakes, or helping during wakes for church members. Special thanks go to Anne Shannon and team for preparing pizzas for Easter Alive, and to Glynnis and team for their help during APCM and Christmas.
I am deeply thankful for this growing and generous team of volunteers. Their commitment and willingness to serve are vital in meeting the increasing administrative demands and in supporting the mission of the church in Buckingham. 


CONNECT GROUPS		                  Phil and Gill Blackledge
In January 2025, after much prayer and thought we decided to say ‘yes’ to Will’s request to take on the leadership of the Connect Groups. It has been a steep learning curve, but we are so very blessed and so very grateful for the welcome we have received from the existing Connect Group Leaders. They have encouraged us and supported us as we spent the first part of the year visiting them all in their homes and drinking copious amounts of coffee and eating delicious cake! It was so important to begin to get to know them and get a flavour of the huge diversity of style and experience we have in these vital groups at BPC. We currently have around 200 people in 19 groups with 32 leaders.

It has been wonderful to work closely with Jo in supporting the groups and dealing with any situations that may arise. We are so grateful to her for her tireless commitment and compassion as connect groups are the first port of call for any pastoral issues, and her ability to have her finger on the pulse of the church as well as her lovely approachability means that her involvement with us is essential. Her role is vital too in placing people into groups so that there is a good fit. Again, because she knows everyone, this is just so helpful to us. Thank you so much Jo.

Huge thanks too to Heidi who keeps all the records of members in the groups up to date. It is very reassuring to know she keeps an eye on this for us, and we are very grateful to her.


One of the things we have been keen to develop is a sense of community and support among the Connect Group Leaders, as some expressed a feeling of isolation and fatigue. We had 2 very successful social events, one in the summer and one at Christmas, and the feedback from those was very positive. We have also slightly changed the format of the termly meetings, with more input and interaction, and again this has been well received.

As the church grows, our groups are filling up, making the development of new leaders to possibly lead new groups a priority. In October, the idea of having a Growing Leaders course was birthed and was developed over the next few months by Debbie Gibson and Betsy Kolkea, ready to be launched in 2026. We are very grateful to them for sharing their time and expertise and are excited to see how this evolves.

It has been a year rich with new opportunities, new relationships and helpful learning, which has, despite a few challenges, been a real joy and privilege. Thank you to all our lovely Connect Group Leaders who serve so faithfully through the year, giving those in their groups a safe place to belong and grow in their faith. And thank you too for your prayers and support for us – we have been truly blessed by your encouragement, love and support.

CREATED CREATIVE            		                            Emma Elias
Created Creative is a Christian creativity charity working in partnership with BPC.

2025 has been a busy year. We have been involved with:
· Creative sessions at BPC and The Centre have included an Easter creativity morning, a creative women’s breakfast, small group sessions and a Christmas creativity morning.

· Diocese of Oxford Clergy Conference, The Hayes, Derbyshire – we ran creative workshops over their 3-day conference for clergy to attend. 

· Living Bridge ministry, we helped them run a healing through creativity day at Farnham Vineyard Church, Surrey.

· Other in person creativity sessions in 2025 have included a creative day retreat at Stanton House, Oxfordshire and a creative seminar at a women’s church weekend away in Surrey.

· Monthly online creativity sessions for people in the UK and overseas. A session includes worship, sharing of scripture, creative starting points, creativity time, feedback, and prayer time. 

Created Creative thanks BPC for their prayers and support of this ministry.

For more information about this ministry please see the website: www.createdcreative.co.uk or contact Emma info@createdcreative.co.uk


MISSION & OUTREACH		                       Keith Croxton
Mission and Outreach is a subgroup of the PCC mandated to discern and respond to the spiritual and social needs in the community: reaching out to share God’s love and compassion with others as well as supporting the wider mission of the church. 
 It oversees the following:
1. The Centre
1. Distribution of the Tithe supporting our Mission Partners  
1. Bradford Link  
1. Men’s Ministry
1. Buckingham Food Bank (delivering food parcels to those in need of urgent food)
1. Tuesday Lunch  
1. Saturday Morning Coffee Service 
1. Mission to the Elderly (a weekly visit/service at Clarendon House)
1. Alpha
1. Minibus
1. Parish Weekends
1. Created Creative


The Centre is in Verney Close in the centre of the town and the lease on the building runs to June 2027. The Centre seeks to provide a sacred place in the heart of the town where the love of Jesus can be experienced, and activities take place providing support to the community. The following Church groups have used The Centre during 2025:
1. Coffee and Company
1. Tea and Chat 
1. Food Bank
1. Alpha Courses 
1. Sew Lovely 
1. 9am congregational lunches        
1. Men of Valour monthly meetings  
1. Freedom in Christ course  
1. Children’s Group    
1. Prayer Ministry training    
1. Holiday Club prayer meetings                                                                                                        
In addition, a variety of community groups who are serving the community use The Centre, the full list is on The Centre web site. 
In October 2025, The Centre celebrated 10 years since taking over the building and a series of monthly celebration suppers 


followed until March 2026. (We first opened to the public in March 2016) 
The 2025 tithe was distributed to the following 
Mission Partners 
Open Doors               
Created Creative
Bradford                     
Christian Concern     
CEEC                            
Holiday Club               
SOMA (including specific donations to St Jerome Parish-Gatwikira, ACK Parish Silanga,St Thomas                 
Dagatoreti Corner Parish and Kiberia School: projects visited by the Mission Team                          
         GAFCON   
Mission Partners receive donations for a fixed period e.g 3 years, 5 years 
Occasionally as the financial year unfolds and the tithe adjusts accordingly, additional funds become available and one-off donations are then made for other causes          
One off donation made during 2025     
CHIT                             
Bulgiri School             
Bethel Church Nepal 
Rachel Darne Cyprus 

Community (Tuesday)Lunch	                      Sheila Handley
The Community Lunch continues to thrive. Our weekly numbers average 70, with many regular attenders. We continue to collect surplus fruit and veg from Aldi and Lidl. Some is used for the lunch, and the rest is given away to the diners. Donations continue to be healthy, covering costs and allowing surplus to be used for kitchen equipment and other related needs, such as supporting the minibus and the freezer move. In August we took 55 of our diners on a boat trip down the Thames from Oxford, and we again provided a Christmas lunch to 90, plus 25 helpers. We are very grateful to the Church for the continued use of its facilities and to everyone for your continued support. 

Community Lunch Bus                                           Andrew Gibson
The church minibus collects between 10 and 16 passengers each week to deliver and return them to the weekly Community Lunch in the Church. I manage the five drivers who volunteer their services on a regular basis. Please let me know if you might be interested in helping with this rota.

Men's Ministry			                     Andrew Gibson
We continue to meet on an occasional basis, usually over food; the men’s breakfasts are well supported! This is an important 

area of ministry for the men of BBC, to encourage each other in their spiritual walk, but we do need inspiration about how this is delivered. It is not always easy to get men together, but food and activity seemed to have been a good starting point!
New, younger leadership with fresh inspiration is still required. If you would like to get involved with suggestions and ideas do feel free to come and have a chat.

BPC Women’s Evening Book Club 	          Ibby Marshall

Our group has continued to meet regularly in a member’s home at 7 pm on the first Friday of each month throughout 2025, with 5 of the ‘founder’ members still in place.  In step with many Connect Groups we limit ourselves to a maximum of 10 attendees. Although we don’t always all make it to every meeting, there never seems to be any issue in finding things to talk about in relation to the monthly book or indeed in diverting into other topics prompted by our book choice – if not directly related to it.  

We do not read specifically Christian books, but our ruminations on themes, characters, motives etc. are of course, informed by the beliefs and value systems we adhere to.  Our year end is March, and we pick books for each of the following 12 months starting with our April read.  

We try and include a classic, which last year was Jane Austen’s Persuasion, an autobiography or biography, (a bio. of CS Lewis was the last one), something non-fiction, a book of fantasy or science fiction along with fiction both historical and current. On occasion we will head for some light relief – think we could 

all do with some of that from time to time! – and have just relaxed with Richard Osman’s The Thursday Murder Club.  We have also dipped into poetry.  In this way we all end up reading something we might not have picked up otherwise.  

PASTORAL 				    	        Revd Jo Wigley
As the church expands our pastoral needs grow. The church family do an amazing job of caring for each other as Jesus calls us to do. In particular the midweek communion service with its small, committed congregation and the 9am congregation do a fantastic job of keeping an eye on each other and stepping in to support each other when needed. The growth in the 11am and 6pm has meant that it is impossible to keep an eye on everyone which highlights the need for people to be in a connect group. These groups are the front line of pastoral care for their members and provide an excellent support community as well as being an essential part of people’s discipleship journey. 
Much of the caring is done within connect groups which is why they have become such a central part of our pastoral care structure. There have been times when the connect group leaders have asked for additional help with specific situations and that has been provided through Gill and Phil Blackledge. The leaders are well supported and know where to go for extra support. We continue to visit and take communion to the ill and housebound and many stay connected by engaging with the services online. 
We work closely with the Safeguarding Team for advice and support on any matters that are raised that present more 

indepth issues. However, the caring within our church community that happens naturally is a great witness. We are called to love one another, and it is evident we do and must continue to be Christ’s hands and feet.

PRAYER & PRAISE			        	            Paul Wallace
In 1994 the Christian Band Delirious? released a track named History Maker and the first verse went. 
“Is it true today that when people pray? / Cloudless skies will break /Kings and queens will shake /
Yes, it's true and I believe it.”
There is truth in those words because when we pray, the Lord in his grace directed towards us changes things.  That is why I am so passionate about Prayer and Praise, which takes place on the first Monday of each month, to worship, to give thanks, and to pray for the needs of the ministries within Buckingham Parish Church and of the World.   
Prayer and Praise is a wonderful relaxed informal time where we worship God and pray.  We are a committed group of intercessors so come along and join us.  BPC is committed to growing God’s kingdom and praying together is where that starts. 

PRAYER MINISTRY		          	              Revd Chris Murray
Once again, it has been a privilege for Cherryl and me to be involved with this lovely team.

We have been very pleased to gain some new members this year, one has rejoined, one is a student, up to her eyes in studying and exams, so not currently involved, a couple, who are very busy with other duties, so are not ministering at the moment, and another couple, who only wish to be ‘back-up.’
This year the team and others have had the benefit of a morning’s teaching from ‘Living Bridge Ministries,’ who are affiliated to Ellel Ministries, and two sessions with Adrian Galvin.
More people are coming forward for prayer. At the 6pm service all Prayer Ministry Team present are frequently called forward, and it is not unusual to have ‘reinforcements’ as well.
More team members are needed, especially men,
Cherryl and I would be delighted to speak to anyone who feels God may be calling them to this ministry
Thank you for your prayers and encouragement.

PRODUCTION     	        		                          Mike Roskell  
2025 was both a good and really tiring year for the production team. Towards the middle/ end of the year the strain of continual set ups and pack downs along with multiple different internal and external events started to take its toll with 3 of the core team reaching various stages of burnout. 
We have made some significant improvements in our kit with a greater long-term perspective on what we purchase and instal to ensure quality, longevity and ease of use. We 

installed a new WiFi network to provide full coverage to the whole church which has been a great success although we are still relying on a 4G broadband hub to run it due to lack of reliable fibre internet to the building.
We continue to support almost every single church booking both internal and external with the majority of the hours being volunteer based. We have trained more people to serve on Sundays and continued to engage the youth with the team. 
Our highlights of the year were Easter and Christmas, and particularly the contemporary services in those seasons. 

SERVICE ASSISTANTS		                          Gerry Causer

2025 has been another busy year for the team, with a now established method of operating. Much of the organisational and administrative work is undertaken by, Jane Wardale – who organises the rotas; Lynne Legrove who keeps the stock of candles and oil, wafers and wine; and Susan Mileham who keeps the oil candles filled and changes the Frontals as the Liturgical colours change throughout the year (anyone wondering what this means – please ask).  
Then of course there are those in the teams – Sidespeople, who welcome and usher; the Server who sets up the Communion Table; the Chalice assistant; and the Service warden who makes sure all who are due to participate are present and keeps an eye out for the unexpected. This is all mainly about the formal Communion service and means that most of the congregation has an opportunity to be part of the 

services. The few that do not are either new, or those who have in the past given so much of their time. The main aim of putting in place all this support, is that the Clergy can concentrate on leading and preaching.
There are of course other times during the year, such as special services when we are joined by members of the other congregations. These services are usually ones that see many non-BPC visitors, when it is so important to welcome these people and to demonstrate that BPC is an active and well-run church. 
During the year a few members of these teams have moved on or are no longer able to serve. But fortunately, we also manage to replace them, however as always, we could always do with a few more – there is no need to wait to be asked!
A big thank you to all in these teams, and all who serve BPC in other teams and in the other services.

SERVICES			                   Revd Will Pearson- Gee
9am Service
The 9am traditional service enjoyed consistent attendance throughout the year.  The 9am Planning Team continued to meet and discussed post-service lunches, music and sermon topics.  The Sidespeople and readers’ teams took on new members.  The seasonal liturgy continued to be appreciated.  Of particular note was the adoption of a Kenyan liturgy for the summer Sunday services.  This was felt to be very joy-filled 

and uplifting.  It was agreed to keep this for just the summer and also first Sundays when there was no seasonal liturgy. The Celtic 1st Sunday services were dropped.  It was agreed to celebrate Communion at the top communion table in feast days (and not just Easter and Christmas).  All services were live streamed to a high standard and enjoyed by many from the comfort of their homes.  The shared lunches have been much appreciated and well attended both when at the church and at The Centre.  
In summary the 9am has thrived and remains a life-giving congregation that welcomes all who appreciate tradition liturgy, great music and inspiring teaching.  
11am Service
The 11am has experienced the most growth and has become a far more diverse congregation.  The 11am follows a set pattern of children’s groups on all Sundays except the 3rd Sunday when there is an ‘All Together Service’.  This now follows a tried and tested pattern with two talks – one all-age and then while the children do a craft activity – another aimed at the adults.  Attendance has grown showing that this is a popular service.  Holy Communion is celebrated on the 2nd Sunday.  The band is well resourced, and all services were live streamed to a high standard.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]6pm Service
The 6pm service has also enjoyed growth.  Holy Communion continues to be celebrated on the 1st Sunday.  The longer talks and extended worship are as popular as ever and we seek to ‘lean in’ to the Holy Spirit more and more as people get used to prayer ministry.  The worship band continued to improve and has learned many new songs.  We have gradually extended the service from just over an hour to 75 minutes and 90 minutes when there is Holy Communion.  The production standards have gone from good to great with the increased use of roving cameras and coordinated lighting.  The worship has been overseen by Sam Graham with the assistance of Ali Burt and this combination has seen the standard of music grow and grow. 
All services were live streamed to a high standard. The YouTube recordings are well viewed as people catch-up on the teaching.
10am Midweek Service
The 10am Wednesday service continues to thrive.  The Chancel remains a beautiful setting which has attracted new worshippers.  The services are usually led by the retired clergy who love the service and the fellowship amongst the 30 strong congregation is strong.  On the 1st Wednesday refreshments are served after the service.

SUNDAY OPERATIONS		                     Andrew Gibson
Sunday services involve a significant number of people working together to produce the worship, teaching and fellowship that we all enjoy. My role as Sunday Operations Coordinator involves communicating with them, networking and nudging, along with a nimble use our church database Church Suite. Most Church members are willing to serve but not all are always available; some are massively willing to help while others need a little encouragement!
I am indebted to all those who have served within rotas over the past year, and to the many Church members who manage those rotas. Inevitably we are always short of volunteers to serve their fellow church members, so if you feel able to offer some time to the church do come and have a chat.
I am involved in helping at our special stand-alone services at Christmas and Easter as these also involve recruiting volunteers.
WORSHIP                                            		            Sam Graham
In 2025 we welcomed several new musicians onto the worship team at BPC, filling spaces created by the new scheduling approach introduced the year previously. The team have served faithfully week in and week out throughout the interim leadership of Sam Graham, while we continue to seek a new Worship Pastor. 
We have continued to introduce a number of new songs, including some specifically written from within the UK church context which have proven extremely powerful in our sung worship. We led worship for two days with Adrian Galvin, where the presence of the Holy Spirit in our sung worship was tangible, and God was able to work greatly in people’s lives. A night of worship (2 hour) event was also held in November that was well attended and received. The evening was full of spontaneous worship and prayer. 
Ali Burt supported a fellow HTB Network church in Marlow with helping develop their sung worship provision.

***


2

image1.png




image2.jpeg




